
Message from the Executive Headmaster  
 

This edition of the school newsletter coincides with mid-term, both in respects of the 

Blessed Month of Ramadaan as well as the school’s academic year. 
 

As we reflect on how successful we were in deriving maximum spiritual benefit from the 

preceding fifteen days of Ramadaan, we should also be approaching the remaining half 

of this month with renewed commitment, uncertain of whether we will have the oppor-

tunity of another Ramadaan.  
 

From the academic perspective too, both teachers and learners will be reflecting on the 

successes of the first half of 2016 and also on addressing areas of concern in order to 

improve on the results which are recorded in the half-yearly report. 
 

Looking at an overall analysis of the Grade 12 results, clearly many of our learners have 

to give maximum attention to their studies if they are to attain the quality of results that 

all of us expect of them.  The school has already commenced a series of parent consulta-

tions to ensure that parents/guardians work closely with the school in the next two 

terms in supporting and encouraging our learners to give of their best. 

Once again, I appeal to the parent community to ensure that punctuality, attendance 

and entrenchment of a work ethic are ingrained in their children across all grades. 
 

Alhamdulillah, we have had a very busy and successful second term as is evident in the 

various activities reported on in this newsletter. This would not have been possible with-

out the hard work and commitment of the management staff and educators and the co-

operation of our learners and parents.   In thanking them for their contribution to the 

successful close to the second term, I wish all members of the Orient community well 

over the second half of Ramadaan, an early Eid Mubarak and 

a safe and restful holiday. 
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Message from the High School Principal ’s Desk  
 
As Salaamu Alaikum  

 

Respected Parents and Guardians 

  

Education is a shared commitment between dedicated educators, motivated learners and enthusiastic 

parents with high expectations. I can state without any fear of contradiction that we are fortunate that 

at Orient we enjoy this shared commitment. A big THANK YOU to all our stakeholders for the huge 

sacrifices you make to keep the Orient flag flying high.  

 

Term 2 has been challenging and rewarding. The scheduling of the Mid-year examinations in May did 

indeed, present a challenge for both educators and learners but it was well –managed. Review and re-

mediation was timeously completed and educators continued with the completion of the syllabus and 

the School Based Assessments.  

 

It is an undisputed fact that Technology and Education is an excellent pairing if used for the correct 

reasoning and vision hence the launch of our new iPad laboratory. It will never replace the inspiring 

educator; it will never replace the importance of the relationship between learners and educator. Our 

challenge, however, is to continually reflect upon how we use technology to enhance our teaching.    

 

Educators find themselves in a balancing act between seeing the need to embrace technology in 

teaching methods and the solid foundations of traditional methods hence an equilibrium must be 

found.  

 

Learners on the other hand are attracted to the ‘glitz and glamour’ the device offers. The enthusiasm 

and adventure of learners to create and have fun is indeed encouraging. IPad usage is not about 

showing and telling, it is about doing and internalising. 

 

Educators are currently attending training courses on content development and we look forward to 

many rewarding hours in our laboratory.  

 

To the Members of the Board of Governors, Academic Staff, Administrative Staff, Support Staff, Securi-

ty Staff, Parents and Learners I wish you spiritual bliss during this auspicious period of Ramadan.  

 

A well-deserved, restful and safe winter vacation to all members and learners who will be on leave.   
 

 

The Orient Newsletter 
2016   TER M 2  

Mrs. R.D. Nadesan 
P R IN C IPAL  |  H IGH  SCHOOL  



Academic  Matters  
 
EXAMINATIONS 

The June examinations successfully concluded on 03 June and learners will receive their reports 

on 24 June 2016. 

The Preparatory/ Trial examinations commence on 23 August 2016. Matriculants have already 

been issued with their time-tables and are urged to study in earnest in preparation for this im-

portant examination.  

A post Trial Examination Schedule has been prepared and it is compulsory for all learners to at-

tend these sessions. Parents, our appeal to you is to ensure that your child /ward is at school. 

 

NSC SUPPLEMENTARY EXAMINATIONS 

One learner who wrote the supplementary examination in Business Studies obtained 66% 

hence his pass was upgraded to a Bachelors Pass. 

 

LEARNER INTERVENTION AND MOTIVATION 

 

MATRIC WINTER VACATION CLASSES 

The Vacation classes are scheduled to commence on 24 June and conclude on 30 June 2016. 

Matriculants have been issued with the roster. Attendance is COMPULSORY and learners must 

report to school in their full SCHOOL UNIFORM. 

 

MOTIVATIONAL BREAKFAST – TOP ACHIEVERS 

Thirty seven learners who obtained distinction aggregates were acknowledged at a breakfast 

session on 20
th

 April 2016. Learners also had the opportunity to interact with educators and 

our motivational speaker Dr. M Khan regarding their future plans. 

 

MOTIVATIONAL TALK 

Mr Mark Hardwick addressed our learners on the Dangers of Social Media on 19 May 2016. 

 

ACADEMIC ASSEMBLY 

The TOP FIVE learners per grade were acknowledged and motivated at an Academic Assembly 

held on 05
th

 May 2016. 

 

LEARNERS “AT RISK” 

Parents of Learners who did not perform according to Orient standards in 

Term 1 and 2 were interviewed by Senior Management. Problems were diag-
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nosed, advice was offered and strategies to improve learner performance were devised. 

 

PARENT CONSULTS 

 

The Dates For the consults are as follows:  

 Grade 12     19 July 2016    – 18hoo  – 19h30 

 Grades 7-11         20 July 2016    – 14h15  – 16h30 

 

AMS CAREER FAIR 

Orient hosted a very successful Career Expo. Professionals from a range of vocations addressed 

learners.   

Feedback from learners and educators was extremely positive. Learners were afforded the op-

portunity seek clarity on issues regarding the various professions. Learners were also afforded 

the opportunity to interact with exhibitors from a range of Higher Education Institutions.   

 

GRADE 9 COURSE SELECTION 

This process has commenced. Heads of Department and Senior Educators addressed learners 

on the requirements and demands of the various subjects in the different Learning Areas. 

 

LEADERS IN LEARNING administered the brain profile assessments which yield the fol-

lowing results. 

Whether learners are left or right brain dominant 

Which of the four brain quadrants is the strongest and which is the weakest 

What type(s) of intelligence learners displays 

Learners preferred style(s) of learning 

 

An indication of the most appropriate SUBJECT CHOICES for the FET phase(grades 10 – 12) 

Guidelines for choosing the most APPROPRIATE CAREER AND COURSE OF TERTIARY STUDY. 

Learners attended the AMS Career Expo where they were addressed by a range of profession-

als. They were encouraged to question the professionals so they could make an informed deci-

sion regarding their subject choices. 

 

A meeting of the parents and learners is scheduled for 10
th

 August 2016. 
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CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 

      

COMPUTER OLYMPIAD 

Orient entered 47 learners from grades (7-12) for the National Computer Olympiad initiated by 

Computer Talent Search, a project of the Institute of IT Professionals SA. Learners acquitted 

themselves creditably having achieved 13 bronze, 10 silver and 5 gold certificates.  

Gold Certificates were awarded to 2 grade 7 learners in the Junior division and 3 Grade 12 

learners in the Elite division of the Talent Search. Our Gold recipients beat 93% of all partici-

pants country wide. 

 

JSE CHALLENGE 

The learners from grades 9 to 11 are currently participating in the JSE Challenge. It is a compe-

tition that teaches learners about investments and trading on the security exchange. Learners 

are mentored weekly by two mentors from UKZN      

 

MARKET DAY  

Our Grade 7 learners were exposed to business and entrepreneurial skills in theory. The practi-

cal application of these  

skills culminated in a successful Market Day which promoted these skills. The enthusiasm that 

our learners displayed was clearly evident in their creativity and culinary skills. Learners thor-

oughly enjoyed the experience. 

 

SAIPA OLYMPIAD                                                                                                                                       

Forty grade 12 Accounting learners wrote the SAIPA Olympiad on the 18/05/2016. We are 

awaiting results. 

      

MANCOSA ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

A select group of grade 10 and 11 learners will participate in a competition run by MANCOSA 

to promote entrepreneurship. 

 

FIMO COMPETITION         

The University of Johannesburg hosted a FIMO competition. The aim of this competition is to 

promote accounting and Economic studies. 17 grade 12 learners wrote this examination on the 

25/05/16. We are awaiting results. 

      

 

 

DUT CAREER OPEN DAY            
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Our grades 10 and 11 learners attended a Career Open Day at DUT on 18 May. Learners were 

afforded the opportunity to view the various courses offered by DUT 

 

ENGINEERING CAREER DAY 

Twenty learners attended the workshop at UKZN Natal Campus on 25 April. Our learners were 

complimented for their active participation in the discussions. 

 

FORUM DISCUSSION 

Three grade 8 learners represented Orient at Durban Girls High on 11 May. They were compli-

mented for their research on the topic The Natural World. 

 

SCIENCE OLYMPiAD 

The Science Department has entered a total of 111 learners from Grade 7 to Grade 11 in the 

National Science Olympiad. The Olympiad is scheduled to be written on August 2
nd

 and 4
th

 

2016. 

             

M.J. NAIDOO FOUNDATION GEOGRAPHY QUIZ COMPETITION 

Three grade 11 learners ,Yaseen Joisab, Zakariya Solwa and Hamza Simjee , participated in the 

Sixth Annual Inter-School Environmental Quiz competition on 14
th

 May at New West Second-

ary School. Learners researched the topic International Year of Pulses under the mentorship of 

Mrs N Dawood. The aim of the competition was to heighten public awareness on the nutrition-

al benefits of pulses which is a legume, especially dried seeds. 150 schools participated and 

Orient was placed 15
th

. Our school received a cash prize and each learner received a certifi-

cate. Feedback from learners revealed that they enjoyed the experience.  

Congratulations to our grade 11 boys and the team manager Mr. Mansoor 

 

AFRIKAANS AUDIENCE READING COMPETITION 

A very successful audience reading competition was held by the Department of Afrikaans. All 

participants acquitted themselves with merit. 

  

THEATRE PRODUCTION – SANDS OF PALESTINE 

Our grades 7-11 learners were exposed to live production. This initiative was for a worthy 

course. It was clearly evident  that many learners had previously not attended a live production.  
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From the Desk of the Islamiaat Head  
         

       Assalamu Alaikum 

      

Alhamdulillah, All Praise and Gratitude goes to Allah (SWT) the Most High in having allowed us 

to pass through yet another successful term, culminating in the observance of the Holy Month 

of Ramadaan and choicest blessing be upon our leader Prophet Muhammed (s.a.w.s). Learners, 

parents and staff have busied themselves in many beneficial items and activities this term, 

some of which are: 

 

The special assemblies on Laylatul Qadr, Laylatul Bara’ah and Ramadaan. Frequent participa-

tion on the Thursday edition of the Kids Zone programme on Radio Al - Ansaar. Collection 

drives for Blankets, Syria, School cleaning and maintenance staff. 

 

Joint Iftaar programme with OIS learners and the M.A.Motala centre. Alhamdulillah learners 

from each school bonded well, also enjoying a scrumptious Iftaar sponsored by the learners 

and parents.  

Special programmes were held by the Girl’s Hifz Department:   

Quraan Readathon: On Saturday, 9th April 2016, The Hifz Girls Quraan Readathon was held 

from 7:30am- 12:30pm. Guest speakers, Haafiza Dr Humairah Essack and Haafiza Mariam Seed-

at inspired awe into our budding young Haafizas from sharing their experiences and the recita-

tion of the Quraan Sharief. The girls enjoyed a scrumptious breakfast spread followed by the 

Quraan Readathon. 

 

Quraan Recital:  Held on the 14
th

 of April 2016. Qiraat and Translation was rendered by the fol-

lowing learners - 7.1-  Ilhaam Basha 8.1-  Zuhayraa Joosab9.1-  Mariam Mohamed 9.2 - Tasmi-

yah Kassim - 10.1-  Tasneem Munshi 11.1-  Zainab Fakroodeen11.2 - Maseeha Motala - 12.1-  

Haafiza Sarah Bibi Pharos - 12.2-  Haafiza Khadija Khan. Closing Dua: Haafiza Sara Bibi Pharos. 

 

On 23 April 2016, the South African National Quraan Competition [KZN SOUTH] was held at Al 

Falaah College. The following learners from Orient Islamic School participated: Grade 5.2 Na-

beeha Essa -  Grade 6.2 Shameelah Quadir -  Aarefah Badat -  Fathima Seedat who was placed 

3rd in the 1 Juz category. 

 

Haafizah Haajira Kajee (OIS) adjudicated as Head Judge in Durban [KZN 

South] Ladysmith [KZN North] -24/04/2016.  
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Memorise the Quraan in 56 Days Workshop presented by Shaykh Dr Yahya Al Ghawthany 

[Madinah] 

 

Level 1 Course: April 27, 28, 29 - 12  Hifz Girls and 5 Parents attended. 

Level 2 Course: April 30 & May 1 – 3 Hifz girls and 2 Parents attended. 

 

     

We also wish to congratulate our participants at the Radio Islam School’s Challenge held on 

Saturday, the 18th June 2016 at the Verulam Islamic School. Learners were mentored and ac-

companied by Mrs. M.B. Motala from the English department and Mrs N Bassa from the Islami-

aat Department:  

 

         Alhamdulillah, all five pupils attained first position in their categories. 

 

 Husna Olla of Grade 6 won the Spelling Contest 

 Ruquyya Haffejee of Grade 9 was placed first in the Speech Contest. 

 Katija Rajah, Hawa Chenia and Azraa Ballim of Grade 11 won the Debates. 

 

We are very proud of these pupils who not only impressed the judges with their public speak-

ing style but also the quality of their answers and their indepth knowledge of current affairs. 

We once again thank Allah SWT for His generosity and favours and the staff, parents and learn-

ers of OIS. May He allow us the opportunity of taking full advantage and benefit from the re-

maining days of Ramadaan.  

 

We make special dua for all those learners and staff who have lost near and dear ones. May Al-

lah SWT grant the Marhumeen Jannat ul Firdows and the family Sabran Jameel. Ameen.  We 

also wish each of you a joyous and happy Eid ul Fitr. Stay safe this holiday and remember us in 

your     Duas. 

 

Wassalaam 

Department of Islamic Studies and Arabic 
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From the Sports Co-ordinator  
 
CRICKET 

A Development Programme designed to Promote Cricket in the Intermediate Phase was suc-

cessfully held on an eight a side format and Inter- Class matches were played throughout 

Term2. We observed a high standard of Cricket from the Boys and identified some exceptional 

talent. We hope to nurture and field them in our newly launched League Cricket Teams. They 

will participate in the KZN and Simplex Cricket League and Represent the School in Inter-

School matches. Outstanding Players were Luqman Moola and Yusuf Rahim (Grade 4); Uwais 

Saeed and Abdullah Bayat (Grade 5); Ebrahim Saeed and Ismail Amod (Grade 6) to just name a 

few of our Rising Stars.  

    

The Tournament was aptly named the O.P.L. (Orient Premier League) and was won by the 

Mumbai Indians (Grade 5.1) who defeated the Challengers Bangalore (Grade 6.2) in a highly 

entertaining final. We have already earmarked 20 Players to play for the school teams. 

 

NETBALL  

Our Girls trained regularly during the weekdays in the various divisions under Ms Hawa Bux  

who observed an improvement in the standard of play and greater participation. We hosted 

Durban Girls High at Orient in a series of friendly matches and travelled to Al FALAAH College 

to play in warm- up matches for the AMS Tournament.  

A well- organized AMS Tournament was held at the Mishi Jones Park on the 12 May. Orient 

fielded 38 participants.  

For the 1st time our Under 11 Team acquitted themselves very well by winning 5 Matches. They 

lost the finals to Hartley Road School. Our under 13 and under 17 teams also acquitted them-

selves very well.  

 

AMS - KZN ASTROTURF SOCCER 

In a superbly organized AMS AstroTurf Tournament played in 5 Divisions, Under 9,11,13,15 and 

17, Orient fielded 7 Teams in the various Divisions. The tournament was played at 3 separate 

venues including the under 13 division at Orient Islamic School. Orient performed very well. 

Three of our teams reached finals. Our under 15 and under 17 Divisions won the finals. Con-

gratulations to our winning teams. A number of our players are also nominees for Outstanding 

Awards. 

 

 

 

The Orient Newsletter 
2016   TER M 2  



LEAGUE SOCCER 

 

Orient fielded 6 Teams in the under 9, 10, 11, 13, 15, and 17 divisions in the Durban Central 

Football Association. Our Teams are coached by ex-professionals and trained twice a week at 

various venues. Our under 9 and 10 teams are playing non -competitive league football. The 

aim is to develop most of these 1st time players for a league career. Our under 11 Team is 

placed 2nd on the log having won most of their matches. The under 13 and under 15 teams 

are unbeaten in 7 league matches with a maximum of 21 points each and both teams are at 

the top of their respective leagues. Our under 17 team has been a bit inconsistent but continue 

to deliver and exciting brand of football.  

 

The spirit and competiveness of the matches together with the high standards displayed by 

our boys augurs well for the future of football Orient 
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